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CHAPTER 1 

NWCG Unit Identifiers System 

User Guide 
 
 
 
 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
The Unit Identifiers System is a web-based application that serves as the official System of Record 

for NWCG Unit Identifier codes.  The system: 

1.   stores organizational information for all government organizations of interest to the 

interagency wildland fire community 

2.   provides create, update, and delete access based on specified roles 

3.   provides for a review by the NWCG Change Management Board prior to publication 

4.   publishes the Unit Identifier list on the internet 

5.   acts as the only source of Unit Identifier data to be imported into other applications 

6.   maintains archival information for retrieval of historical reports 

 
Only Unit Identifier Data Custodians may edit information contained in this System.  The 

Geographic Area Coordination Center (GACC) Data Custodians are the primary contact within 

their Geographic Areas.  They ensure Unit Identifiers adhere to the data and business rules defined 

in the NWCG Unit Identifier data standard.  They also coordinate changes with all interested 

parties.  Note:  Unit identifiers for Bureau of Indian Affairs units and Native American Tribes will 

be submitted through the Bureau of Indian Affairs, National Interagency Fire Center to the GACC 

Custodians. For more information, refer to the BIA Wildland Fire and Aviation Program 

Management and Operations Guide or contact John Barborinas, 970-903-3499 or Scott Bradshaw, 

208-387-5373. 

 
This document provides users with general procedures for Unit Identifier generation and 

maintenance.  It contains direction for accessing the System and changing passwords.  Field 

descriptions, data requirements and business rules are included. 

 
The Continuation of Operations Plan (COOP) section provides guidance for system failure or 

downtime.  This section also includes data loss recovery procedures. 

 
The appendix displays the user form used to submit change proposals that add, modify, or archive 

Unit Identifier records. 

 
As changes occur to the NWCG Unit Identifier data standard (data definition, business rules), or 

the application, this document will be updated and posted.  In addition, the Unit Identifier 

information is posted to the National Interagency Coordination Center’s (NICC) web page under 

Reference Materials or at http://www.nifc.gov/news/unit_id 

http://www.nifc.gov/news/unit_id
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BACKGROUND 

Unit Identifiers were initially created by the wildland fire dispatch community as a short-cut method 

for designating organizational units.  The Unit Identifiers have evolved into an interagency standard 

used by many manual and automated systems throughout the interagency wildland fire community. 
 

 
 

System Functions 

The Unit Identifier System will serve as the System of Record, the official source for authentic Unit 

Identifiers.  The Unit Identifier is a five or six-character code that is used to uniquely identify 

specific government, federal, state and NWCG approved non-government organizational units.  In 

addition to the code, each Unit Identifier record contains information about the organizational unit 

such as: Department, Agency, name, etc. 

 
The initial release of the Unit Identifier System will not include automated external interfaces with 

other fire systems.  Automated exports will be provided with an enhanced version. 
 

 
 

System Users 

There are two types of Users of the Unit Identifier System: 

 
1)  Data Custodians who are responsible for maintaining the Unit Identifier records. 

The GACC Data Custodians have read/write access to records within their Geographic Areas.  A 

list of the National and GACC Custodians is available on the Unit Identifier System website at: 

https://www.nifc.blm.gov/unit_id/UNIT_ID_System_User_Guide.pdf 
 

 
 

The National Data Custodian has read/write access to all records and also has access to 

additional functions that allow validation of records prior to publication of the official list of 

Unit Identifiers. 

. 

2)  Read-only Users who are other stakeholders who require access to the Unit Identifier 

System to retrieve pre-defined formatted reports and data files. 
 

 
 

USER SUPPORT 

For assistance with the Unit Identifier System or to have your password reset, send an 

email to rsquires@blm.gov or call (208) 387-5400. 

ACCESS 

The Unit Identifier System is accessible via the Internet requiring either Microsoft Internet Explorer 

version 5.0 or later, or Netscape Navigator version 4.7 or later.  The Unit Identifier System may be 

accessed at the following web site:  https://wfmi.nifc.gov 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nifc.blm.gov/unit_id/UNIT_ID_System_User_Guide.pdf
http://www.nifc.blm.gov/unit_id/UNIT_ID_System_User_Guide.pdf
mailto:rsquires@blm.gov
https://wfmi.nifc.gov/
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User Accounts 

 
For Read-only Report Users: 

 
A User Account (Username and Password) is not necessary. 

 
Read-only users will only be allowed to access “Published Reports”. The User 

Instructions section of this document provides detailed instructions for “Published 

Reports”. 

 
Selecting any of the other menu options will lead to a Log-on screen. To back out of the 

log-on screen, select the “Unit ID Home Page” link at the top of the page or use the Back 

feature of your browser. 

 
For Data Custodians: 

 

User accounts for Data Custodians were established prior to implementation.  Any changes 

to user access will be managed by the National Unit Identifier Data Custodian at the 

National Interagency Fire Center, (208) 387-5400. 
 

 
 

In order to prevent unauthorized access to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Wildland Fire 

Management Information web-site applications users must change passwords regularly. 
 
 
 

 

FEATURES 

After logging into the Unit Identifiers System with your login and password, the Unit Identifier 

System home page will be displayed.  The home page will provide links to the following features: 

 
• Select or Create Unit 
• User Preferences 
• Reports 

 
Only data custodian users with logon profiles to the system may choose the Select Unit or Reports 

options. 

 
Use your browser to access the web page where the application resides. 

 

https://wfmi.nifc.gov/cgi/UnitId.cgi

https://wfmi.nifc.gov/cgi/UnitId.cgi%0c
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Forgot Password? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Additional links are available to logged-on users. 
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LOGON 
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Read the Terms of Service that will display in a pop-up .  (The contents is listed below) 

 
Terms of Service 

  

Thank you for visiting this U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI) website and reviewing our Terms of 

Service.  The affiliated website that directed you here is managed by the Fire and Aviation Directorate of the 

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) (hereafter referred to as “we” and “us”) on behalf of the National 

Wildfire Coordinating Group (NWCG) and other government partners.    

The websites and applications we host are intended for use by a limited audience comprised primarily 

of  employees and affiliates of the NWCG partner agencies.  Most content is restricted to our partners 

through the use of an authentication mechanism (privileged access).  Additionally, access is further restricted 

by the use of role-based access control within each application.  Individuals are assigned to these roles at the 

sole discretion of their employing/associated agency; privileged access may be modified or revoked at any 

time and for any reason by the appropriate agency representative. 

Terms: 

By using our Services, you are agreeing to these terms.  Please read them carefully. 

http://www.doi.gov/
http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/prog/fire.html
http://www.blm.gov/
http://www.nwcg.gov/
http://www.nwcg.gov/
http://www.nwcg.gov/nwcg_admin/members.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Privilege_(computing)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Role-based_access_control
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The expressed purpose of the systems and applications we host is to support the mission of the NWCG 

partner agencies.  All other uses are expressly forbidden.   

As the system owner, the BLM is responsible for implementing and enforcing all IT Security policies on these 

systems.  Noncompliance with policy may result in removal of access and/or a recommendation of 

disciplinary action/sanctions, as determined & enforced by the appropriate NWCG partner.  

Members of the NWCG governing board shall have final say over all matters related to application misuse by 

employees/representatives of the NWCG partner agencies.   

Use:   

Don’t misuse our Services. For example, don’t interfere with our Services or try to access them using a 

method other than the interface and the instructions that we provide. 

Please report suspected misuse and/or suspected security violations immediately to the BLM Fire and 

Aviation IT Security Manager (contact information listed below). 

You may use our Services only as permitted by law.  We may suspend or stop providing our Services to 

you if you do not comply with our terms or policies, or if we are investigating suspected misconduct. 

Disclaimer of Liability and Endorsement:   

While the Department of the Interior strives to make the information on this website as timely and 

accurate as possible, the department makes no claims, promises, or guarantees about the accuracy, 

completeness, or adequacy of the contents of this site, and expressly disclaims liability for errors and 

omissions in the contents of this site. No warranty of any kind, implied, expressed, or statutory, 

including but not limited to the warranties of non-infringement of third party rights, title, 

merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose or freedom from computer virus, is given with 

respect to the contents of this website or its links to other Internet resources. 

Reference in this site to any specific commercial product, process, or service, or the use of any trade, 

firm, or corporation name is for the information and convenience of the public, and does not 

constitute endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the Department of the Interior. 

Privileged Access: 

Privileged Access to DOI computer systems requires management approval.  Do not attempt to gain 

access to any Information Technology system for which you do not have an approved authorization to 

access. 

Login Credentials: 

You are responsible for all activity logged under your User ID! 

         Do NOT share your login credentials; they are to be used only by the individual to which they are 

assigned. 



9 
 

         Do not write down your login credentials nor post them anywhere. 

         Password must have a minimum of twelve (12) characters. 

         Passwords must contain at least one character from each of the following sets of characters: 

o   Uppercase Letters (e.g., A, B, C) 

o    Lowercase Letters (e.g., a, b, c) 

o   Special Characters other than the slash (/, \) (e.g., ~, !, @, #, $),  

o   Numbers (1, 2, 3, etc.) 

About these Terms: 

We may modify these terms at any time and for any reason.  You should review the terms regularly.  We will 

post notice of modifications to these terms on this web page.  

If you do not agree with these terms, you should discontinue use of our services immediately.   

If you do not comply with these terms, and we don’t take immediate action, that doesn’t mean we are giving 

up any rights that we may have (such as taking action in the future). 

All questions, comments, or suggestions about these Terms of Service can be directed to: 

Attn:  IT Security Manager 

BLM Fire and Aviation, NIFC 

3833 S Development Avenue, Boise ID 83705 

(877) 256-4727 (Ask for the BLM IT Security Manager)  

 

 

Click “I Agree” 
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Takes you to the Login Screen 

 

 

Enter Username and Password. 
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WFMI - Logon: Success 
 

You have successfully logged on to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Wildland 

Fire Management Information (WFMI) web-site. 

 

Account Information 

Username: RSQUIRES 

Name: Rick Squires 

Title:  

Phone number: (208) 387-5655 

Email address: rsquires@blm.gov 

Organization: Bureau of Land Management 
National Interagency Fire Center 

National Interagency CC 

Time Zone: Mountain Standard/Daylight Time (MST/MDT) 

Password expires: in 58 days (06/01/2012) 

 

Module(s) 

Lightning: View Only 

Unit Identifiers: FC - National Interagency Coordination Center 

Weather: Role(s): 

 
 User View - View-only user 

Click on Continue button. 

mailto:rsquires@blm.gov
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SELECT UNIT 
 

Unit ID Home Page | Help |  Help on Select Unit Identifier |  Reports |  User Preferences |  Logoff | 

Support 

 

NWCG Unit ID - Select Unit Identifier 
 
 

Create a NEW Unit Identifier 
 

CAAFV Vandenburg Air Force Base 

CAALH Alhambra FD 

CAANF A  geles National orest 

CABBD Bakersf ield District 

CABDC San Bernardino C unty FD 

CABDF San Bernardino National Forest 

CABDU C  F - San Bernar  ino Unit 

CABEU C  F - San Benito-Monterey Unit 

CABKS Burbank FD 

CACAP Cabrillo NM 
 

Edit | View | Rename/Restore | Delete 

Number of units: 58 
 

Change Search Criteria | List SO – Southern California Area Coordination Center Units 
 

Note: the total number of units displayed. 

Click the Help link on the top of the page to display the following: 

 

NWCG Unit Identifiers - Help: Select Unit Identifier 
 

The Select Unit Identifier page allows you to create a new unit identifier, edit, view, remove/restore 

or delete the unit identifiers in the list, and search for unit identifiers. 
 

The Create a NEW Unit Identifier button will take you to the New Unit page and allow you to 

enter data for a new unit identifier. 
 

The list box shows the unit identifier and the name of all the units in your geographic area or that 

meet your search criteria. The total number of unit identifiers in the list is shown below the list. 

Select a unit from the list and then click a button below the list to initiate an action on the selected 

unit. 

 
 The Edit button will take you to the Edit page and allow you to edit the unit identifier and 

the associated information (if you are authorized to do so). 

 The View button will take you to the View page which displays the unit identifier and the 

associated information. 

 The Remove/Restore button will take you to the Remove/Restore page which allows you to 

remove or restore the unit identifier and the associated information (if you are authorized to 

do so). 

 The Delete button will take you to the Delete page and allow you to delete the unit identifier 

and the associated information (if you are authorized to do so). 
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The Change Search Criteria button will take you to the Search for Unit Identifiers page and allow 

you to enter criteria in order to search for specific unit identifiers. When you are returned from the 

Search for Unit Identifiers page, the list box will show all the units that match the search criteria 

that you specified. 

 
The List   Units button will refresh the list box to show only the unit identifiers that belong to 

your Geographic Area Coordination Center (GACC); this is the GACC under which you are 

registered (see User Preferences). 

 
Following, is a brief description of each of the main features available within the NWCG Unit 

Identifiers web site: 

 
Unit Identifiers Home Page: Click on Select Unit to create, edit, view, remove/restore, delete, or 

search for Unit Identifiers. Click on Reports to generate the unit identifier reports. (Note: If you are 

not currently logged on, you will be asked to log-on after clicking on Select Unit or Reports.) Click 

on Published Reports to show a list of all the unit identifier reports that have been recently 

published. 

 
Help: Is a brief overview of the NWCG Unit Identifiers site. 

 
Help on . . . : Help for the current page you are on. 

 
Select Unit Identifier: Allows you to create a new Unit Identifier or to select an existing unit 

identifier to edit, view, remove/restore, or delete. Also allows you to search for Unit Identifiers. 

 
 New Unit Identifier: Allows you to create a new unit identifier. 

 Edit: Allows you to edit the information associated with Unit Identifiers. 

 View: Allows you to display a unit identifier's information. 

 Remove/Restore: Allows you to remove or to restore a unit identifier. 

 Delete: Allows you to delete a unit identifier. 

 Change Search Criteria: Allows you to enter criteria in order to search for specific Unit 

Identifiers. 

 
Reports: Allows you to generate the unit identifier reports and export files. 

 
User Preferences: Allows you to change your password, time zone selection, and contact 

information. 

 
Logoff: Logs you off the BLM NIFC Wildland Fire Management Information site. This is 

important if you do not want the browser to retain information about your account. The next time 

you access this site, you will be asked to log-on. 

 
Support: Gives information on how to contact user support for the NWCG Unit Identifiers site (at 

the BLM NIFC Wildland Fire Management Information site) with questions or comments. 

 
Click the X in the top right corner to exit Help. 
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SEARCH 

Change Search Criteria displays a form so the user may define a specific search: 

Unit ID Home Page |  Help |  Help on Search for Unit Identifiers |  Select Unit |  Reports |  User 

Preferences | Logoff |  Support 

 

NWCG Unit ID - Search for Unit Identifiers 

Search for Unit Identifiers page allows you to search for Unit Identifiers based on any or all of the 

following criteria: 

 
 Country:  Select a Country from the drop-down list 

 Country Subdivision (State/Province/Territory): Select an Agency from the drop-down 
list. The default is Any, which will select the 

 Tier1 (Department): Select a Department from the drop-down list. This is a government 

Department or approved non-government entity. The default is Any, which will select the 

Unit Identifiers from all Departments. 

o For a Federal unit type, the Department could be Department of Interior or 
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Department of Agriculture, for example. 

o For a State or County & Local unit type, the Department will be the state. 

o For an Interagency or Tribe unit type, the Department will be blank; therefore, select 
the blank in the list (the 2nd item).  Exception: The Department for federally funded 
Tribes will be DOI. 

o For NWCG approved non-government wildland fire cooperators, select the 

organization name (e.g. The Nature Conservancy). 

 Tier2 (Agency): Select an Agency from the drop-down list. The default is Any, which will 

select the 
Unit Identifiers from all agencies. 

o For federal or state agencies, select the appropriate Agency. 

o For county and local units, select "C&L". 

o For interagency, non-government units or tribes, the Agency will be blank; therefore, 
select the blank in the list (the 2nd item). Exception: The Agency for federally 
funded Tribes will be BIA. 

 Organizational Unit Geographic Area Code & Name (Geographic Area): Select a 

Geographic Area from the drop-down list. The geographic area designates one of the 10 

wildland fire Geographic Areas within which the unit is physically located. The default is 

Any, which will select the Unit Identifiers from all Geographic Areas. 

 Organizational Unit Geographic Area Coordination Center Code & Name (GACC): 

Select a Geographic Area Coordination Center (GACC) from the drop-down list. 

The GACC is one of the 12 wildland fire Geographic Area coordination offices that service 

the unit. The default is either Any, which will select the Unit Identifiers from all GACCs, or 

it is the GACC that you are registered to edit. 

 Organizational Unit Type (Unit Type): Select a unit type from the drop-down list. The 

unit type is a description of the type of organization. The default is Any, which will select 

the Unit Identifiers for all unit types. 

 Organizational Unit Role (Wildland Role): Select a wildland role from the drop-down list. 

This is the specific role the office fills within the wildland fire community. The default is 

Any, which will select the Unit Identifiers for all wildland roles. 

 Organizational Unit Code (Code): Enter the unit identifier code. This is the 4 character 

code assigned to a unit (which is unique within the state within which it is located). You 

may also enter a partial unit 

identifier code (less than the 4 character limit). If this field is left blank, then all of the Unit 

Identifiers (that also meet the other criteria) will be selected. 

 Name: Enter the unit identifier name. You may also enter a partial unit identifier name. For 

example, if you enter Boise, all Unit Identifiers with "Boise" in the unit identifier name will 

be listed (such as: Boise Interagency Logistics Center, Boise National Forest, etc.). If this 
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field is left blank, then all of the Unit Identifiers (that also meet the other criteria) will be 

selected. 

 Published: Select one of the options: Not Published, Published, or Both. Select one by 

clicking the option button preceding your choice. "Both" is the default; all Unit Identifiers 

(that also meet the other criteria) will be selected, regardless of if they have previously been 

published or not. 

 Status: Select one of the options: Active, Removed, or Both. Select one by clicking the 

option button preceding your choice. Active is the default; if you do not select a status type, 

then the active Unit Identifiers (that also meet the other criteria) will be selected. 

o Active will show all Unit Identifiers that are currently active. 

o Removed will show only the Unit Identifiers that have been removed. 

o Both will show all Unit Identifiers, those that are active, as well as those that have 
been removed. 

 Updated since: Click the check box (a check will appear in it), if you wish to select only 

those Unit Identifiers that have been updated since the date shown. The default date is that of 

the most recently published Unit Identifiers list. You may change this date. If there is a 

check in the check box and you do not wish to limit your search based on the date, click the 

check box to remove the check from it. 

 
When you have finished entering your search criteria, click the Search button. You will then be 

returned to the Select Unit Identifier page and the list of Unit Identifiers will show only those that 

match the search criteria that you specified. 

 
If you wish to return to the Select Unit Identifiers page without changing the search criteria, click 

the Cancel button. 
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CREATING A NEW UNIT IDENTIFIER 

 
Create a NEW Unit Identifier brings up a form that prompts the user for the necessary fields.  Many 

entries use drop down lists.  Some entries are optional.  

 

 

 

Help on New assists with your entry: 

 
The New Unit Identifier page and the Edit Unit Identifier page display the data entry/edit form for 

Unit Identifiers and allow you to enter and edit unit identifier information. 

 
If this is an existing unit identifier, the unit identifier and name of the unit will be included in the 
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sub-title at the top of the page and the current information for this unit identifier will be displayed. 

 
If this is a new unit identifier, you must enter the Department, Agency, the code and the name for 

the unit, the State, a unit type, and a wildland role before the unit identifier will be saved. 

 
Many of the fields are filled by selecting an item from a drop-down list. If you believe that a new 

item needs to be added to a drop-down list, please contact the National Data Custodian. 
 

The unit identifier form consists of the following fields: 

 
 Country: Select a Country from the drop-down list.  

 Country Subdivision: Select an State/Province/Territory  

o American Samoa, US Virgin Islands, District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. Are 

found under US 

o Minor Outlying US islands are listed under Country code UM 

o If the Country Subdivision is missing please notify the Unit Identifier Manager. 

 
 Organizational Unit Type: Select a unit type from the drop-down list. This is a description 

of the type of organization. Units of non-government organizations (e.g. The Nature 

Conservancy) should always be designated as “non-government.” 

 
 

 

 Tier1 (Department): Select a Department from the drop-down list. This is a list that is 

created based on the unit type.  If you do not see the Department you are looking for try a 

different Organizational Unit Type. 

o For a Federal unit type, the Department could be Department of Interior or 

Department of Agriculture, for example. 

o For a State or County & Local unit type, the Department will be the state. 
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o For an Interagency or Tribe unit type, the Department will be blank; therefore, select 
the blank in the list (the 2nd item).  Exception: The Department for federally funded 
Tribes will be DOI. 

 For NWCG approved non-government wildland fire cooperators, select the 

organization name (e.g. The Nature Conservancy). 

 

 

 

 

 

 Agency: Select an Agency from the drop-down list. The default is Any, which will select the 
Unit Identifiers from all agencies. 

o For federal or state agencies, select the appropriate Agency. 

o For county and local units, select "C&L".  See example below. 

o For interagency, non-government units or tribes, the Agency will be blank; therefore, 
select the blank in the list (the 2nd item). Exception: The Agency for federally 
funded Tribes will be BIA. 
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


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 Organizational Unit Code: Enter the unit identifier code. This is the 4 character code 

assigned to a unit (which is unique within the state within which it is located). 

 

 Organizational Unit Name: Enter the unit identifier name. This is the official name of the 

unit, designated by Agency administration. Do not include hierarchical information that is 

contained in other fields in the unit record. Do not include the Agency, Department, or 

state in the unit name. For example: Boise National Forest is a valid name. USDA-FS, 

Boise National Forest is NOT a valid name, because USDA should be provided in the 

Department field and FS should be provided in the Agency field. Avoid abbreviations. For 

example: Olympic National Park is a valid name. Olympic NP is NOT a valid name. 

 

 Geographic Area Organizational Unit Geographic Code & Name (Geographic Area): 

The Geographic Area designates the wildland fire geographic area within which the unit is 

physically located. This field will be provided with the name of the Geographic Area of the 

GACC under which you are registered (see User Preferences). 

 

 Organizational Unit Geographic Area Coordination Center Code & Name (GACC): 

The Geographic Area Coordination Center (GACC) is the wildland fire Geographic Area 

coordination center office that services the unit. This field will be provided with the name of 

the GACC under which you are registered (see User Preferences). 

 

 
 

 Organizational Unit Role (Wildland Role): Select a wildland role from the drop-down 

list. This is the specific role the office fills within the wildland fire community. 

 

 Agency Specific Code: An Agency-assigned code to identify a specific organizational unit. 

This field is optional. 
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 Address Line 1: The physical address of the unit. If you are updating a unit that had 

address information on the old address line you will need to separate the information into 

the different lines.  This field is Required. 

  

 Address Line 2: The physical address of the unit. This field is optional. 

  

 City: The City of the unit. This field is Required.  

 

 Country/State: The physical State of the unit.  This field is Required  The state of may be 

different than the state listed below.  In the event the office that has responsibility for a unit 

may be across a state boarder from a unit. 


 Zip/Postal Code: The Zip or Postal Code of the unit.   This field is optional.   

 

 Phone: The primary contact phone number for the unit. This field is Required. Please not 

do not include () or – in the format.  You may get an error. 

 If you are updating information from a previous unit that was in the old format you will 

need to correct the phone number. 

 

 E-Mail: The primary contact email address for the unit. This field is optional. An example 

would be: rsquires@blm.gov 

 Start Date: This is the date that this unit identifier is to go into effect. Enter the 2 digit 

month, 2 digit day, and 4 digit year. 

 
When you have finished entering data for this unit identifier, click the: 

 
 Create Unit button if this is a new unit identifier. 

 

 Update Unit button if you are editing an existing unit identifier. 

 
There will be a short wait while the unit identifier is processed. If there are errors in the fields of the 

unit identifier that prevent it from being saved or if required fields are missing, you will be notified 

and allowed to correct the data. Otherwise, the data you entered will be inserted into the master unit 

identifier database and you will be returned to the Select Unit Identifier page. 
 

If you wish to exit the unit identifier page without saving the information that you have entered, 

click the Cancel button. You will be returned to the Select Unit Identifier page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rsquires@blm.gov
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REMOVE OR RESTORE 

 
To Remove or Restore a Unit ID, select the record from the list on the Select Unit Identifier page; 

then click the Remove/Restore button.  The information is offered for review: 

 

 
 

You may click on Remove Unit or Restore Unit or Cancel the 

operation. 
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See the Restore Screen Image in the Appendix.  

  

Removed records are flagged, taken from the active database and moved to inactive storage.  

They will not appear on reports.  A reason must be entered to remove a unit. 

 
Restore brings back an inactive record that has been removed.  Please note that when a record 

has been restored, the user must go back into the Edit mode and re-enter the Parent Unit, because 

it is deleted upon removal. 
 

 
 

Only the National Data Custodian may delete records that have been 

published. 

 

Report 
 

The Reports page allows you to generate the unit identifier reports and export files. 

See Report Screen Image in appendix. 

 
The date initially shown is the date that the official Unit Identifier reports were most recently 

published. These are the reports that are available by clicking on the Published Reports link from 

the NWCG Unit Identifiers home page. 

See the Publish/Approve Screen Image in appendix. 
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PUBLISHING Reports Schedule 
 

The NWCG Change Management Board reviews all GACC edits prior to publication. The GACC 

Custodians will submit edits by the 25
th 

of each month, and approved edits will be published by the 

1
st 

of each month. 
 

 
 
 

USER PREFERENCES 
 

The GACC and National Custodians have access to the User Preferences link, which allows the 

Custodians to edit the following information: 
Unit ID Home Page | Help | Help on User Preferences | Select Unit | Reports |  Logoff |  Support 

 

NWCG Unit Identifiers - User Preferences 
 

 
 

Logon Information 

Username: AKUNITID 

Change Password 
 

 
 

Applications 
 

Authorized 

Application(s): 
Unit Identifiers AK - Alaska Interagency Coordination Center

 

 

Time Zone Selection 
 

Time Zone: Alaska 

 

     Use Daylight Savings Time when appropriate 
 

     Never use Daylight Savings Time 
 

 

Organization Information 
 

Organization: Bureau of Land Management 
 

Unit: 
 

Sub Unit: 

 

Alaska 
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Contact Information 
 

First Last 
Name:  

Lauren  Hickey 

 
 

 

Phone: 

Area 

Code Prefix  Extension 
 

 

email address: lhickey@blm.gov 

 
Update Pref erences 

mailto:lhickey@blm.gov
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The GACC Data Custodian will access the Unit Identifier System to add, modify, and/or archive 

a Unit Identifier record for their Geographic Area. The following procedures should be followed 

by each Data Custodian. 

 
The GACC Center Manager will designate a Data Custodian responsible for managing Unit 

Identifiers for organizational units within their Geographic Area. 

Each Data Custodian must have a user account to access the 

System. UNIT IDENTIFIER FIELDS – BUSINESS RULES  

Special Cases.  

These items are not enforced in the application but are defined Business rules. 

 
a.   A unit cannot have more than one Agency Code and one Department Code.  

b.   A state Agency Code may be used with many states when the Department code that is 

selected is “State or Local Government”  For example, “DOF”, Department of Forestry 

may be an Agency in several states. 

c.   Tribes and non-government organizations will not have Department or Agency Codes.  

Exception: For federally funded Tribes, the Department will be DOI and the Agency will 

be BIA. 

d.   County and Local units within a state will always use “C&L” as the Agency Code. 
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CHAPTER 2 
 

 
 

Continuation of Operations Plan 
 

 

Each month, the Geographic Area Data Custodians should save a copy of the Unit Identifier Report as a 

backup. As changes to the database are made, the Data Custodian should also show any changes on the 

saved copy. 

 
Each month, the National Data Custodian should perform a backup that contains electronic copies of 

each of the reports and the data transfer (.rtf) file. 

 
The Unit Identifier System may be unavailable due to Internet problems, application failure, or network 

outages. The following sections provide guidance on how to conduct business during these situations. 

 
A.   Read-only User Unable to Access Unit Identifier System 

 
If a person is unable to access the Unit Identifier System to generate or download reports or files, the 

following process will be followed: 

1.   Contact the National Data Custodian who can send an electronic copy of the required report 

or file. 

 
B.   Data Custodian Unable to Access Unit Identifier System 

 
If a GACC Data Custodian is unable to access the Unit Identifier System, the following process will be 

followed: 

1.   To add, modify, or archive Unit Identifier records from the 1
st 

through 25
th 

of the month: 
i.   The GACC Data Custodian should note any changes on the saved copy of the Unit 

Identifier report. When the Unit Identifier System is again available, the Data 

Custodian should enter the data into the system. 

2.   To update data when the system is not available between the 25
th 

through the 1
st 

day of each 

month, 

i.   The GACC Data Custodian should submit changes to the National Data Custodian. 

 
C.   Data Loss Recovery Procedures 

 
The Unit Identifier System is automatically backed-up nightly. In the event of a data loss during the 

period of time the data is not saved, the saved copy of the Unit Identifier issued will be used as reference. 

 
The GACC data custodians are responsible for adding the data back into the system prior to the end of 

the month. 
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APPENDIX A 
Discussion Paper – NWCG Data Standard 

UNIT IDENTIFIER 

August 12, 2002 

 
This document provides assumptions, rationale, clarifications, examples, or background related to 

this data standard. 

 

Assumptions 
The following assumptions were made: 

 
1.   Unit Identifiers were initially implemented to provide a common, short-cut method for 

entering interagency organizational units for manual and automated systems used by the 

wildland fire community. 

2.   A Unit Identifier is a common data element between many interagency wildland fire systems 

and therefore requires standardization to ensure accuracy and consistency between those 

systems. 

3.   Unit Identifiers are not intended to duplicate Agency-specific organization codes, however 

there is a need to map to those organization codes. 

4.   Unit Identifiers are primarily issued to wildland fire government organizational units; 

however, there may be a need to assign a Unit Identifier to other government organizational 

units such as those in FAA, DOD, etc. 

5.   Unit Identifiers were created by the interagency wildland fire community and NWCG is the 

standards organization for the interagency wildland fire community, the responsibility for 

maintaining the data standard for Unit Identifier rests with the NWCG. 
 

 
 

Facts 
 

 

1.   The Geographic Area Coordination Groups manage the assignment of Unit Identifiers 

within their Geographic Area with respect to the number of tiers and the naming convention 

of the Unit Identifier.  The Data Custodian for each Geographic Area was identified at the 

National Coordinator’s meeting in December, 2001. 

2.   The NICC Unit Identifier data steward will facilitate the decision-making process for issues 

regarding the Unit Identifier data standard with input from the NWCG Data Administration 

Working Group. 

3.   The NICC Unit Identifier database will serve as the official System of Record for Unit 

Identifiers. 

4.   The System of Record for Unit Identifiers will serve as the authoritative source for valid Unit 

Identifiers for all NWCG systems.  By creating a data standard, it is assumed that NWCG 

systems must ensure that Unit Identifiers are not added, modified, or deleted without a 

matching transaction to the System of Record. 

5.   The Data Steward and Data Custodians will develop a change process for the Unit 

Identifier meta-data definition and System of Record by July 10, 2002. 
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Business Rules 
 
The following discussions provide additional clarification for each business rule. 

 

Business Rule 1:  A Unit Identifier is designated for government (federal, state, and local) and 

non-government wildland fire cooperators approved by the NWCG. 

Observation 1: 

Some offices use an abbreviation using the same format as the Unit Identifier as a short-cut 

method for identifying vendors or contractors. 

Discussion: 

Within the data standardization process, it is not practical to attempt to maintain a System 

of Record of interagency, national organizational units that includes private organizations. 

While the list of government organizational units stays fairly stable, the list of private 

organizations is constantly changing. Because Unit Identifiers are a core data exchange 

element, it is important that the System of Record and the affected systems are able to easily 

synchronize on the Unit Identifier.  If any mismatches occur between the System of Record 

and any of the NWCG systems, data migration efforts may fail. 

 
On the other hand, it makes sense to provide the user the opportunity to use abbreviations 

for private organizations.  System designers may allow users to create and use locally 

assigned identifiers for private organizations; however, the system must be designed so that 

the official, national Unit Identifiers can be easily distinguished from the locally assigned 

identifiers so that only national NWCG Unit Identifiers will be included in data 

synchronization efforts. 

Decision: 

Private organizations will not be assigned a national NWCG standard Unit Identifier unless 

approved as a wildland fire cooperator by the NWCG. 
 

Business Rule 2:  Any specific unit identifier can only be assigned to one distinct 

organizational unit. 

 
Observation 1: 

Some offices assign a single Unit Identifier to identify the type of organization (e.g. OR-PRI 

to designate a privately-owned resource), resulting in a single Unit Identifier being used as 

the identifier for many private organizations and individuals. 

Discussion: 

This practice mixes apples and oranges.  In the case of government-owned resources, the 

Unit Identifier is used to identify the organizational unit that has administrative jurisdiction 

for wildland fire resources, for which a single, unique Unit Identifier is assigned.  However, 

in the case of privately-owned resources, the Unit Identifier is used to identify the type of 

procurement, for which a single Unit Identifier is used for resources that are owned by 

many different organizations.  In computerized systems, it is important to identify the 

business need and apply the same logic in all cases.  While it makes sense to be able to 

identify a privately-owned resource, it doesn’t make sense to use the Unit Identifier as the 
way to do it.  In addition, using a generic “PVT” designator does not support reporting 

requirements to associate the employee with an organization for the purpose of emergency 

contacts or contract administration.  During data exchange between systems, the mis-match 
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of data will certainly cause major problems if one Unit Identifier is shared between many 

private organizations. 

Decision: 

The Unit Identifier will only be used as a designator for an organizational unit, not as a way 

to identify privately-owned vs. government-owned resources. 

 
Observation 1: 

Some Geographic Areas use a single Unit Identifier to designate an entire state’s 

government. For example, MN-MNS represents all of the state of Minnesota’s 

organizational units, resulting in many organizational units with the same Unit Identifier. 

Discussion: 

This practice meets the reporting needs for federal reporting; however, it does not support 

the state governments’ multi-tiered organization.  Assigning one Unit Identifier will not 

allow the states to provide detailed reporting at lower levels of the state organization. 

Decision: 

Assignment of Unit Identifiers should meet the needs of the entire wildland fire community, 

including state and local governments.   The state wildland fire organizations should be 

consulted regarding their reporting needs, and, if necessary, state organization units should 

be assigned individual Unit Identifiers. 
 

Business Rule 3:  An organizational unit can have only one distinct unit identifier. 

 
Observation 1: 

A need has been expressed to assign two Unit Identifiers to a single organizational unit in 

cases where the organizational unit’s jurisdiction covers two state boundaries. 

Discussion: 

The purpose of the Unit Identifier is used to identify the office that has administrative 

jurisdiction over events and/or resources.  While it is true that a unit can have 

administrative jurisdiction over an area that crosses state boundaries, it is improper use of 

the Unit Identifier to attempt to use it as a reference for geographic boundaries.  The 

geographic boundaries of an organizational unit should be defined in a relationship to 

jurisdiction recorded in other parts of the system, but are not a function of the Unit 

Identifier. 

 
Decision: 

An organizational unit whose jurisdiction crosses state boundaries will use the State Code of 

the state within which the main administrative office is physically located. 

 
Observation 2: 

It has been suggested that an interagency organizational unit (such as NICC, GACCs, or 

other interagency offices) can have several Unit Identifiers. 

 
Discussion: 

An interagency organizational unit is an office that has no exclusive administrative 

affiliations to a government Department or Agency.  The interagency office may have a 

relationship with an Agency for facility support, but the operations of the office are 

interagency, and, as a duty station, the office should have only one Unit Identifier. The 

employees of that unit have two relationships:  1) with the interagency office in a duty 
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station relationship; or 2) with the Department/Agency hiring office in an administrative 

relationship.  Within the context of the wildland fire business model, it is important to be 

able to provide reports from both perspectives.  For communication documentation, the duty 

station relationship is important; likewise, for resource utilization reporting, the Agency 

administrative relationship is necessary. Database designers will need to support both types 

of relationships.  For example, NICC serves as the duty station for employees of the BLM 

and USFS.   Each NICC employee has an Agency affiliation through the organizational unit 

that hired him/her; but all employees share the same duty station, which is NICC. 

 
Decision: 

An interagency office will have only one Unit Identifier.  An interagency office can be the 

duty station, but cannot be the employing office of a government employee.  An interagency 

office can serve as the duty station, but cannot be the contracting office for privately-owned 

resources. 

 
Employee Duty Station Employing Office 

Charlie Leonard ID-NIC ID-FCF 

Dave Hendren ID-NIC ID-FCD 

 
Privately-owned Resource Duty Station Contracting Office 

NIFC Jet ID-NIC ID-FCF 
National Contract Engine OR-DEF ID-FCF 

 

Business Rule 4:  An organizational unit whose jurisdiction crosses state boundaries should 

use the state code of the state within which the main administrative office is physically located. 

Observation/Discussion/Decision: 

See Business Rule 3, Observation 1. 
 

Deleted Business Practice:  Unit Code Naming Convention 

Observation 1: 
The last three or four characters of the Unit Identifier are known as the Unit Code. In the past, the 

System required that the third characters of the Unit Code identify the Agency (e.g. F = Forest, D = 

BLM district, S = State). At the same time, this code was used to identify the wildland fire role (e.g. 

K = Geographic Area Cache, C = Coordination/dispatch centers). The reason for placing this code 

inside the Unit Code was to help the user identify Agency affiliations and wildland fire roles in one 

quick look at the Unit Identifier. 

Discussion: 
This practice causes some confusion in reporting. For example, using a “C” or “K” does not make 

it possible to identify the Agency in cases where a dispatch center or cache is solely administered 

and staffed by a single Agency. 

This system worked for federal agencies, but did not meet the needs of the state organizational units as 

they establish Unit Identifiers for the multiple tiers of their organizations .While this naming 

convention within the Unit Code was useful, it is not possible to apply it as state 

organizations enter multiple tiers.  The Unit Identifier database identifies Agency affiliations 

and wildland fire roles in separate fields as illustrated below: 
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Unit Identifier       
State 

Code 
Unit 

Code 
Unit Name WF Role 

(Optional) 
GACC 

Unit ID 
Agency Agency Parent 

Type Unit ID 

CO RMC Rocky Mountain Area 

Coordination Center 
Coordination 
Center 

CO-RMC (N/A) Interagency - 

CO RMK Rocky Mountain Area 
Fire Cache 

Fire Cache CO-RMC USFS Federal CO-R02 

CO DSP Dinosaur NP - CO-RMC NPS Federal CO-IMP 
CO CRC Craig Interagency 

Dispatch Center 
Dispatch 
Center 

CO-RMC  Interagency - 

OR GRT Grande Ronde 

Reservation 
- OR-NWC Confed. Tribes 

of Grande 

Ronde 

Tribe - 

DC 

OR 

OR 

AZ 

WA 

WOD 

ORS 

JK3N 

NTC 

FAA 

Washington Office 

State Headquarters 

 
Fire District 3 

 
National Training Center 

 
Minneapolis Air Route 

Traffic Control Center 

- 

- 

- 

Training 

Facility 
ARTCC 

GA-SAC 

OR-NWC 

OR-NWC 

NM-SWC 

WI-EAC 

BLM 

Oregon Dept. of 

Forestry 

Jackson County 

 
BLM 

FAA 

Federal - 
State - 

County & - 
Local 
Federal DC- 

WOD 
Federal - 

 

Decision: 

There are no naming conventions associated with the 4-character Unit Code.   In most cases, 

there will be no change to the existing Unit Identifiers. Unit Identifiers with a three- 

character Unit Code should not be changed solely to make use of the fourth character. 

 

Unit Identifier – Key Contacts   

For latest Published list see report: 

https://wfmi.nifc.gov/unit_id/publish/UnitIdReport.rtf 
 

 

Name Function Phone Email 

Rick Squires National Data Custodian (Primary) 208-387-5400 rsquires@blm.gov 

Bill Fletcher National Data Custodian (Alternate) 208-387-5400 bfletche@blm.gov 

Lauren Hickey Alaska Data Custodian (Primary) 907-356-5680 lchickey@blm.gov 

Gabriella Branson Alaska Data Custodian (Alternate) 907-356-5671 gbranson@blm.gov 

James Silverstone Eastern Area Data Custodian (Primary) 414-944-3811 james.silverstone@bia.go
v Brendan Neylon Eastern Area Data Custodian (Alternate) 414-944-3811 bpneylon@fs.fed.us 

Gina Dingman Great Basin Data Custodian (Primary) 801-531-5320 gldingman@fs.fed.us 

Kara Stringer Great Basin Data Custodian (Alternate) 801-531-5320 kstringer@blm.gov 

Laurie Forni Northern California Data Custodian (Primary) 530-226-2801 lforni@fs.fed.us 

Jule Moore Northern California Data Custodian (Alternate) 530-226-2801 juelmoore@fs.fed.us 
Judy Heintz Northern Rockies Data Custodian (Primary) 406-329-4880 jheintz@fs.fed.us 

Harold Gemmell Northern Rockies Data Custodian (Alternate) 406-329-4880 hgemmell@fs.fed.us 

Kathi May Northwest Area Data Custodian (Primary) 503-808-2724 kmay01@fs.fed.us 

Gina Papke Northwest Area Data Custodian (Alternate)  3608915152 gpapke@fs.fed.us 

Rob Juhola Rocky Mountain Area Data Custodian (Primary) 303-445-4300 rjuhola@fs.fed.us 

Glenn Bartter Rocky Mountain Area Data Custodian (Alternate) 303-445-4300 gbartter@fs.fed.us 

Pat Boucher Southern Area Data Custodian (Primary) 770-458-2464 pat_boucher@fws.gov 

Tracy Robinson Southern Area Data Custodian (Alternate) 678-320-3000 tdrobinson@fs.fed.us 

Beth Mason Southern California Data Custodian (Primary) 909-276-6721 bmason02@fs.fed.us 

https://wfmi.nifc.gov/unit_id/publish/UnitIdReport.rtf
mailto:rsquires@blm.gov
mailto:lchickey@blm.gov
mailto:james.silverstone@bia.gov
mailto:james.silverstone@bia.gov
mailto:bpneylon@fs.fed.us
mailto:gldingman@fs.fed.us
mailto:lforni@fs.fed.us
mailto:jheintz@fs.fed.us
mailto:kmay01@fs.fed.us
mailto:rjuhola@fs.fed.us
mailto:pat_boucher@fws.gov
mailto:bmason02@fs.fed.us
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Mike Dunn Southern California Data Custodian (Alternate) 909-276-6721 mdunn01@fs.fed.us 

Kenan Jaycox Southwest Area Data Custodian (Primary) 505-842-3473 kjaycox@fs.fed.us 

Frank Bedonie Southwest Area Data Custodian (Alternate) 505-812-3473 fbedonie@fs.fed.us 

 

Restore screen image:

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kjaycox@fs.fed.us
mailto:fbedonie@fs.fed.us
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Report Screen image: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approve/Publish Screen image(2): 
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Published Unit Identifier Report Page 

 


